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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Chief Censor called in this game for classification on 15 October 2019 under s 13(3) of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) due to concerns that it is 
currendy available in New Zealand, and may contain objectionable or restricted content. The 
Shitposter is a first-person shooter game. The player controls an avatar who commits a mass shooting 
in a city. Neither the character nor the city are named in the game, but a description on the game’s 
website — the only way to obtain the game — states that players play as ‘Brenton Torrent’ in 
‘Clowntown’. The game is simplistic and lacking in interactivity; the only action the player can take is 
to shoot non-playable characters. All non-playable characters are non-hostile. The game goes beyond 
being an edgy, inflammatory product, such as Flatted (OFLC Ref. 1600966, R18), which courts 





controversy for facilitating the targeting of civilians through a filter of nihilism and misanthropy. The 
key differences include the fact that Hatred does not promote any terrorist or extremist ideology, nor 
does it explicidy link to or promote particular real world crimes. The Shitposter does both. It 
promotes a highly recognisable and current brand of violent white supremacist extremism, while 
clearly linking to and echoing recent attacks, particularly the horrific terrorist massacre carried out in 
Christchurch on 15 March. It is a crudely produced game with very basic gameplay. As such, for 
most New Zealanders, the overall effect of the game is likely to be unpersuasive and offensive. 
However, it is likely to gready shock and disturb those who have been personally affected by the 
Christchurch mosque shootings. Muslim and migrant communities targeted by white supremacist 
attacks will have very real and valid concerns about a game with these characteristics being sold to 
New Zealanders. The framing of the game is also inextricably linked to the recent white supremacist 
attacks around the world. The Classification Office has had extensive and careful regard to New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and the need to ensure that freedom of expression continues to be 
preserved in New Zealand. The Shitposter is not classified as objectionable merely because it is an 
example of ‘hate speech’, nor is it objectionable because of the political beliefs presented in the game. 
In this case an objectionable classification for this publication is considered to be a demonstrably 
justified limit on the right to freedom of expression due to the high likelihood of significant, real 
injuries to the public good arising directly from the publication’s continued availability. This game 
explicidy references and rejoices in recent terrorist atrocities and mass murder, most notably the 
March 15 mosque attack. The gameplay consists solely of the murder of helpless minorities, while 
being cheered on by white supremacists. It crosses the line. Organisations and members of the New 
Zealand public who believe they have a legitimate interest in accessing the publication may lodge an 
application with the Chief Censor for an exemption under s44 of the FVPC Act. The publication may 
also have value for governmental enforcement agencies who are seeking to tackle violent extremism. 
These parties are already permitted to possess the publication for these and other purposes under 
si31 (4) of the Act. 



